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UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND STAFF ASSOCIATION 
Disciplining of three students 
A few members of staff have approached me to express their disquiet at the severity of the penalties which are alleged to have been imposed on two of the three students who were charged before a Disciplinary Committee over the incident concerning the First Secretary of the South Vietnamese embassy on September 4th. It has been suggested that the Staff Association should discuss this 
matter. 
In my view it would be most inappropriate for the Staff Association to discuss the penalties. The fact is that the nature 
of the penalties is not known and will not be known until the Committee's recommendations are placed before the Senate on November 12. No announcement has been made, the students concerned have been told only of the charges which have been found proved by the Disciplinary Committee, and reports in the press are pure speculation. The only definite facts are that one student was acquitted, three were found guilty and two have been suspended until Senate meets. The decision on penalties will be made by Senate on November 12. 
At a General Meeting on September 16 last the Association resolved to support disciplinary action against members of the 
university who adopted intimidatory practices, and the charges against the students concerned stemmed from an incident of this nature. 
There is no question but that the Disciplinary Committee was correctly set up under the existing statute, nor is there any 
reason whatever to question the integrity of its members. It would be foolish to deny that there are strong public pressures on the university to take a hard line, but it should be pointed out that the penalties, at present unknown, are the recommendations of the Committee members and not of the Vice-Chancellor or the university "Administration"• 
Since the nature of the penalties is not known, and since the matter is sub-judice until Senate has announced a decision, it would appear quite inappropriate for the Association to meet to discuss the alleged severity of penalties covering which the facts cannot be known. 
I might add that it appals me personally that the standard of behaviour at this University has reached a stage when the Vice-Chancellor and his wife cannot walk through the university grounds without being humiliated and abused by members of the university 
who at other times would claim to be normal, mature civilised individuals. 
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